garden, a park, or even a crack in
the pavement!

Nature's Sun ny Dandelion’s Amazing Life Cycle

Su p rise A dandelion starts its life as a tiny
seed. When the seed lands in the

(Taraxacum OffiCiﬂﬂ'E) right place, it grows a root and

then a green leaf. Lots of leaves
grow together to make a rosette,
which looks a bit like a star. Soon,
a tall green stem grows in the
middle of the rosette. At the top
of the stem, a beautiful yellow
flower blooms.

After the flower dies, it turns into

a fluffy white ball. This is called a

seed head. When the wind blows,
the seeds fly away and start new

dandelion plants.
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What is a Dandelion? \ / } /

Have you ever seen a fluffy white

ball floating through the air? A Flower and a Friend

That’s a dandelion seed head!

Before it looks like that, it’s a Dandelions are important for lots
bright yellow flower. Dandelions of creatures. Bees and butterflies
are special because they can love to drink the sweet nectar

grow almost anywhere — in your from the yellow flowers. Birds eat



the seeds. Even some people like Fun Dandelion Facts
to eat dandelion leaves in salads!

o Dandelion leaves can be used to make
a delicious tea.

e The word dandelion comes from the
French words ‘dent de lion’, which
means ‘lion’s tooth'.

o Dandelion blossoms can he used to
make a pale yellow dye.

e The entire plant — leaves, stems,
But dandelions can also be a bit flowers, and roots — is edible.

tricky. They have long roots that

can be hard to pull out, and they
can grow quickly. That’s why
some people think of them as
weeds. But remember, every plant
has a purpose, and dandelions
are part of nature’s amazing
world.

So next time you see a
dandelion, take a closer look.
This little flower is full of
surprises!




